Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his
great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.

1 Peter 1:3-4 ESV

Born again to a living hope. 1 Peter 1:3-6
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Hope in God

PSALM 43:1-5
"Why are you cast down, O my soul?
And why are you disquicted within me

Hope in God; for I shall yet praise Him" (v. 5).

David’s lamentation of being excluded from the presence of God in the
sanctuary continues from Psalm 42 to Psalm 43. David directed both
these prayers (which may have actually been one) to God for the
purpose of lifting his soul from its downcast state. He had been
oppressed by his enemies and separated from the worship of God in the
assembly of His people, and David’s heart was heavy with the loss of
God’s special presence. Believers often feel this way when they are
deprived of fellowship with other believers or when they have not taken
of the Lord’s Supper for a long period. This sacrament brings refreshing
and strengthening of faith, and when it is long neglected, God’s people
can become dry in their spiritual life. Believers can also feel distant from
God when they have become negligent in their spiritual duties, such as
Bible reading and prayer.

The situation in which David found himself was accentuated by the trials
he faced. This can be true for us as well. When things are most difficult,
we hunger even more for God’s special presence in our lives. Our souls
become downcast not only when we have neglected God’s means of
strengthening His people but when we are dealing with a particular
problem, which can cause us to spiral quickly into the depths of despair.

David’s remedy for the despairing soul is seen in the chorus repeated
three times in Psalms 42 and 43: “Hope in God, for | shall yet praise
Him.” David meditated on the goodness of God, on His love and
faithfulness, and on His truth and light as means to guide Him in
troubles. David knew that if he dwelled on his problems without putting



his hope in God, he would be lost in despair and despondency. He realized
that only by lifting his thoughts to God would he eventually be able to praise
Him appropriately.

God has given abundant promises to His people—promises of endurance,
perseverance, eternal security. During times of despair, we should meditate
on these, fixing our hope on God’s grace and precious gifts. It is too easy to
be overcome by our feelings during difficult times; therefore, we must turn
our thoughts toward God in faith, even when we do not “feel” like it, putting
our hope in the only One who can lift our downcast souls.

Coram Deo
What do you do when you are plagued with despair or troubling thoughts?
What should you do? Look up some verses that help you meditate on the
grace, promises, and love of God (i.e.Rom. 8). Keep this list so you can turn to
it in times of despair.

https://learn.ligonier.org/devotionals/hope-in-god



Worship & Communion Service
January 4, 2026, 10:40 a.m.
“Hope for the New Year”

WELCOME - Pastor Paul Garnes

ANNOUNCEMENTS: Bro. Mark Murray

Meditation

Prayer of Adoration and Invocation - Elder Elon Richards
Opening Chorus - Wouldn’t you greet somebodly...
Chorus - | will enter His gates...

Hymn - Thy hand O God hath guided. Vs 1, 2 ,4
Song # 849 - Be Thou my visionvs 1, 2, 4
Scripture Reading OT - Numbers 4 :1-20
Scripture Reading NT - Acts 19 : 1-20

Prayer of Confession Bro. Christopher

10. Song # 867 - The Old Account vs 1, 2

1. Solo - Sis. Ezra.

12. Prayer of Thanksgiving and offering - Bro. Dr. Barry Ward
13. Offertory - Yes Lord, yes.

14. Chorus # 724 - For God so loved the world

15. Intercessory Prayer - Pastor Paul Garnes

16. The Berean Choir

17. Sermon - Rev. Mark Haeck.

18. Transistion to Communion

19. Song - Behold the Lamb vs 1, 2

20. Communion Service

21. Song - Behold the Lamb vs 3, 4

22. Song - # 287 - O God our help in ages past

23. Closing Prayer and Benediction.

CmNOUANNS

¢ Giving thanks for bringing us through grace for our shut-in members.

: 2025 into 2026 of 70 years of ministry. ¢ For the Berean Churches, Grazettes,

¢ For the Grazettes church as they wait Dominica, Grenada and DR Congo.

: on the Lord for a Pastor. * For the friends of Berean - The

¢ For Sis Chirlene’s home restoration Gilmours, Haecks, Hulls, Moores,

1 ¢ For comfort to those who are grieving Montagues, :

¢ For the persecuted church. Porchers, Rogers, Rudders and Taylors. :

i« For God’s Word to be faithfully « For our unemployed members to find

: preached. meaningful employment. :
¢ Pray for the ministry and wellbeing of ¢ For the peace of Jerusalem. Psalm 122:6-8

our Pastor and family. Psalm 122:6-8 :

¢ For healing for our sick members and

January Birthdays

2 - Caitlyn Harewood 10 - Danica Knight 21 - Marion Manning
3 - Mileke Sinckler - Joyce Wells 22 - Colin Marshall

5 - Bertram Hoyte 1 - Judane Mitchell Weekes 23 - Truneal Kwang
6 - Christopher Boyce 15 - Janice Ifill 24 - Julia Sinckler

9 - Joy Banfield - Hilton Piggott 31 - Joan Shepherd
10 - Arielle Ward 19 - Gary Lloyd

Anniversaries 20

25 - Tyrone & Julia Lowe



