For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve,

and to give his life as a ransom for many.”
Mark 10:45 ESV
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John Piper

Good morning on this Christmas Day. We're honored to share this holiday together with you.
And for you, Pastor John, on such a day, | actually have no question for you. | want to clear
the decks and let you take it from here, to share front-burner thoughts with us. What’s on
your mind as you think about Scripture and meditate on such a glorious day like today?

On this Christmas Day, what | would like to do is to try and help you, all our listeners, to
marvel at the coming of the eternal Son of God into the world. | want to help you marvel
today. Jesus is coming back to this earth, the Bible says, “to be marveled at among all who
have believed” (2 Thessalonians 1:10). That’s his destiny — to be marveled at by millions on
that day.

And Christmas is a great day for rehearsing what it will be like to marvel at Jesus on that day
— because Christmas rivets our attention on four stupendous realities, which, if we see them
for what they really are, will cause our hearts to marvel at

1. the mysterious greatness of God, who was simply there before there was
anything else,

2. the fact that this infinite, eternal Creator entered his creation as the God-man,
Jesus Christ,

3. the happy reason for why he came to creation, a creation in high treason
against him, and

the boundless joy offered to all because of what Jesus did when he came.

5. Let’s take these four realities one at a time and see if we can awaken in our souls
Christmas marveling, last-day marveling in advance.

1. God is and always was.

The first Christmas marvel is the mysterious greatness of God, who was simply there before
there was anything else. When God commissioned Moses in Exodus 3:14 to tell the people of
Israel who had sent him, God said, “I Am Who | Am. ... Say this to the people of Israel: ‘Il Am
has sent me to you.” What does that mean?

It means that the God of the Bible, the God over all history and all reality, simply is and
always was. He is absolute reality: “I am who | am. | simply am.” He had no beginning; he will
have no ending. There was no reality before him; there is no reality outside him unless he
wills it and creates it. Before creation, he is all that was: no space, no universe, no emptiness,
no dark, no cold and endless vastness — only God. God was and is absolute reality. All else,
from galaxies to subatomic particles, is secondary.

We tend to think that the material universe, with all its vastness, is the main reality. It’s not.
It's secondary — secondary at the most. God is reality. He carries the universe, so to speak,
like a peanut in his pocket. Everything that the James Webb Space Telescope or the electron
microscope shows us is as nothing compared to God. Let this sink in, because if we don’t
start with this staggering reality and marvel, nothing else will have the wonder that it should.
Nothing else will be marvelous the way it should be.

2. The Creator entered creation.

The second Christmas marvel is the wonder that this infinite, eternal Creator entered his
creation in the person of Jesus — truly man, truly God. Jesus said to the Pharisees, “Your
father Abraham rejoiced that he would see my day. He saw it and was glad.” They



responded, “You are not yet fifty years old, and have you seen Abraham?” And Jesus said to
them, “Truly, truly, | say to you, before Abraham was, | am” (John 8:56-58).

You're kidding me. “Before Abraham was, | am.” He could have said, “Before Abraham was,
| was.” That would have been spectacular enough. But he didn’t. He said, “Before Abraham
was, | am,” because he is the great “I Am” of Exodus 3:14, very God of very God, absolute
being in the flesh. “He is before all things, and in him all things hold together” (Colossians 1:17)
— absolute being. | Am Who | Am “became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his
glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth” (John 1:14).

This has happened by a divine conception in the womb of a virgin, Mary. She was staggered
at the news and said, “How will this be, since | am a virgin?” The angel said, “The Holy Spirit
will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child
to be born will be called holy — the Son of God” (Luke 1:34-35). “Before Abraham was, | am.”
At Christmas, | Am Who | Am became a man.

3. Jesus came to die and to save.

The third Christmas marvel is the unspeakably happy reason for why he came into this
creation in high treason against him. Why did he enter the very creation that regarded him
so lightly — indeed, with such dishonor? Here’s the simplicity and beauty and glory of Paul’s
simple, straightforward answer: “Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners”
(1 Timothy 1:15). Or the words of Jesus himself: “The Son of Man came ... to give his life as a
ransom for many” (Mark 10:45).

How can that be? God can’t die. But the God-man can die. So, Hebrews 2:14-15 says he took
on a human nature “that through death” — because you can’t die if you don’t have the right
nature to die. He took on a human nature “that through death he might destroy the one who
has the power of death . .. and deliver all those who through fear of death were subject to
lifelong slavery.” The great | Am Who | Am came into the world, into this rebellious creation,
to die and to save.

4. Christmas is for everyone.
Finally, the fourth Christmas marvel is that the gift of the Christmas incarnation is for
everyone.

*  “Everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name”
(Acts 10:43).

o “Whoever hears [Jesus’s] word and believes him who sent [Jesus] . .. does not
come into judgment” (John 5:24).

«  “Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life” (John 3:36).
e “[He] died for us so that ... we might live with him” (1 Thessalonians 5:10).

That is, so that we might live with the inexhaustibly satisfying, great | Am forever and ever,
in whose presence “is fullness of joy” and at whose “right hand are pleasures forevermore”
(Psalm 16:17).

Oh, let us marvel together on this Christmas Day that the great and only God simply is: “l Am
Who | Am.” That this | Am became the God-man Jesus Christ. That he came not to destroy,
but to save his treasonous creatures. And that by faith in him, our sins are forgiven, and our
judgment is passed. We will live forever in the presence of this infinite, kind, all-satisfying |
Am. May | wish you this kind of Merry Christmas.

https://www.desiringgod.org/interviews/four-reasons-christmas-is-special



Worship & Communion Service

Theme: Heavens Rejoice, and Earth be Glad!
December 7, 2025, 10:40 a.m.

1.  Welcome

2. Announcement

3. Right Hand of Fellowship

4. Meditation/Scriptural Call to Worship
5. Prayer Adoration/Invocation

6. O Come Let Us Adore Him

7. LH 103 Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne
8. HG 216 Come Thou Long Expected Jesus
9. OT Reading: Numbers 2: 18-34

10. Prayer of confession

1.  NT Reading: Acts 17: 1-15

12. HG 247 Once In Royal David's City
13. Prayer of thanks giving & for offering
14. Offertory: LH 216 - As with Gladness Men of Old
15. Choir: Christmas Grace

16. Prayer of intercession

17. Sermon: Pastor Paul Garnes

18. LH 96 Wonderful (vs 1-3)

19. Communion: Distribution of elements
20. 96 Wonderful (vs 4)

21. Benediction

Giving thanks for the birth of our LORD
and Saviour Christ Jesus

For those who are less fortunate,
during this advent season.

For the Grazettes church as they wait
on the Lord for a Pastor.

For Sis Chirlene’s home restoration
For comfort to those who are grieving
For the persecuted church.

For God’s Word to be faithfully
preached.

Pray for the ministry and wellbeing of

our Pastor and family.

For healing for our sick members and
grace for our shut-in members.

For the Berean Churches, Grazettes,
Dominica, Grenada and DR Congo.

For the friends of Berean - The
Gilmours, Haecks, Hulls, Moores,
Montagues, :
Porchers, Rogers, Rudders and Taylors.
For our unemployed members to find
meaningful employment.
For the peace of Jerusalem. Psalm 122:6-8 :

December Birthdays

3rd
4th
6th
Nth

14th - Brigette James

- Julia Lowe

- Joan Aimey

- Onetta Layne

- Florence Gibbs

- Chrystolene Harewood

15th - Caleb Williams
18th - Liam Patrick-Browne
19th - Lester Inniss
20th - Maureen Branch
- Sonia Drayton
21st - Carol Maycock

22nd- Sophia Samuel
23rd - Frances Pierce
24th - Maureen Burnett
25th - Stephen Peniston
27th - Ricardo Licorish
29th - Dolores Codrington

Anniversaries @0

1st - Elon & Michele Richards

7th - Bernadette & Clarence Holder

12th - Anne-Marie Cruickshank-Marshall
& Colin Marshall

18th - Mitchell & Julia Sinckler
19th - Sean & Kelly Hunte

28th - Alfred and Sonia Drayton
31st - Beverley & Jefferson Wason



