As a father shows compassion to his children,

so the Lord shows compassion to those who fear him.
PSALM 103:13

¥ MATTHEW/28:19
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Gospel Reflexes and
Forgetful Dads

Dad, God loves me even when [ sin.

| remember hearing my son say this when he was only 3 years old.
Actually, he became really good at saying it. Perhaps he was speaking
from a place of early childhood biblical understanding, but his tone
suggested he was deflecting any hint of responsibility for his actions. My
wife and | quietly laughed at the truthfulness of the statement, but we
also realized our need to teach and model the pursuit of holiness in a
grace-drenched environment.

From our kids’ earliest days we’ve talked to them about God’s holiness,
humanity’s sin and rebellion, Christ’s redeeming work, and how we should
live in response to this good news. We’ve worked to make the gospel and
its mark on our lives clear. We want our children to have gospel reflexes
when they sin, but this also means pursuing holiness in response to God’s
love. Our prayer is that they walk in truth, love Jesus and his church, flee
sin, and live with God’s glory as their aim.

We must teach our children that while, yes, God loves them even when
they sin, he also loves them enough to not let them stay there.

Forgetful Dad

Over the years the same boy who said “Dad, God loves me even when |
sin” (along with “Dad, you’re a sinner too”) is now learning to pull the
weeds of selfishness and pride from his own heart. A few weeks ago
while we sat together in my home office | was trying to show him the
significance of his sin in a particular (and regular) situation. | was
angry with him and felt defeated. Eventually, | yelled at him out of
frustration with seeing no change and him not wanting to take
responsibility for his sin.

Then, in the middle of me trying to diagnose his sin, it seemed every
sentence coming out of my mouth revealed questions | needed to answer
as well.

Don’t you realize that in your actions you’re showing you only care about
putting yourself first?

Can’t you see the effect your sin is having on our family when you
continue to act this way toward the people you love?



Over the course of a few minutes, the Lord showed me that what | was
angry about in my son was the same sin | harbor in my own heart. Pride.
Selfishness. It’s disgusting. Oh, it may look different. My sin may become
easier to hide and more nuanced with age, but it’s the same ugly root that
needs to be severed. My son and | both need the good news of the
gospel.

Teachable Moments

What | thought could be a teachable moment for him ended up being one
for me. As | saw the heaviness of my own sin, the burning in my chest
became too much to bear, and it gave way to tears streaming down my
face. This wasn’t the sweet, sentimental tears of television. This was the
ugly cry, complete with sorrow and snot.

We sat and cried and talked together. It was one of those moments
where you just want to sit in it for the afternoon and let whatever is
happening silently run its course. We prayed for each other. We
confessed our sin together. We grew.

My son is my brother in Christ. We're fellow heirs (Rom. 8:17),
co-combatants in the war against sin. God’s grace is at work in our lives,
conforming us to the likeness of Jesus. And one of the ways is through
encounters like this one. It was a teachable moment for us both.

Gospel Reflexes

As fathers we must pray for and practice gospel reflexes as we love, lead,
protect, and serve our children. Fatherhood is a sacred trust, a
stewardship of holding high the gospel of grace and allowing our sin to
be exposed in its light. If as fathers we need grace—and my how we
do—it’s a crime to not communicate and demonstrate this grace to our
children. This means getting our hands dirty in the work of the heart.
And it means starting with our own heart before proceeding to the
hearts of our children.

This Father’s Day | pray we look at our children with the end in sight:
raising them to be men and women whose lives are marked by gospel
grace and gospel power. May we be fathers who point our children to the
true and better Father.

May we teach our children that God keeps loving us even when we sin,
and that God loves us enough to not let us stay there.

Matt Boswell is a pastor of The Trails Church in Celina/Prosper, Texas.
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/gospel-reflexes-and-forgetful-dads/



BB MISSIONS WEEK 4
ACTIVITIES JUNE 9-15

Sunday 9 June
Sunday 9 June
Sunday 9 June
Tuesday 11 June
Wednesday 12 June
Friday 14 June

Saturday 15 June

Calendar
10:40am  Missions Worship Service
4:15pm Outreach in Lower Estate
6:00pm Missions Evening Service
7:00pm Missions Presentation (Online)
7:30pm Missions and Prayer
7:00pm Missions and Youth
3:00pm Missions Quiz

QUIZ DETAILS

* Follow all activities during the week for Saturday quiz.

* Plus check Berean Wire for Missions clues for quiz.
e 3 persons per team in Sapphire, Ruby and Emerald.
¢ Each team should have at least 1 youth and 1 senior.

Building Missions Awareness

BEREAN

BIBLE CHURCH

Jesus is the way, the truth and the life



Order of Service

COMMUNION SUNDAY
June 1, 2024 at 10:40am
THEME: “Share The Word. Make Disciples”

Call to Worship - Pastor Paul Garnes
Announcements - Secretary Sis. Alicia Harewood
Prayer of Adoration and Invocation - Pastor Paul Garnes
Hymn #32 - “| Sing the Mighty Power of God”
Hymn #342 - “Only a Sinner”

Prayer of Confession and Assurance

OT Scripture Reading - Genesis 38

Hymn #33 - “A Mighty Fortress”

NT Scripture Reading - Mark 10

10. Prayer of Thanksgiving and Offertory

11. Offertory Hymn #872 - “Brighten the Corner”

12. Special music - The Berean Choir

13. Sermon - Pastor Paul Garnes

14. Communion Hymn - “Behold the Lamb”

15. Distribution of Elements

16. Hymn #546 - “Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus”

17. Benediction

e ITEMS FOR m PRAYER .....o.cooviimmriiimminninnniennans,

« For Fathers as they care, nurture, provide, ¢ For grace for our shut-in members.

CONOUMAHNS

protect and sacrifce for their families. ¢ For the Berean Church DR Congo.
¢ For those grieving. * For the friends of Berean - The Gilmours,
¢ For a safe IBYC trip. Haecks, Hulls, Moores, Montagues,
* For guidance as we build God’s Church. Porchers, Rogers, Rudders and Taylors.
* Pray for the ministry and wellbeing of our ¢ For our unemployed members to find
Pastor and family. meaningful employment.
¢ For healing for our sick members. ¢ For the peace of Jerusalem.

‘R MISSIONS WEEK =
ﬁACTIVITIES JUNE 9-15

See calendar in The Berean Wire

KYIR

June Birthdays

4th - Annette Dasent 15th - Erleen Whitehall 27th - Richard James
6th - Owen Thompson 19th - Mildred Savoury 28th- Shurley Reece
7th - Josiah Williams 21st - Ezra Gilbert 29th - Michael Jones
8th - Deborah Gonsalves-King 23rd- Kingsley Reece

14th - Connie Whittaker 25th - Lorna Ward

Anniversaries @
4th - Dolores & Harold Codrington 25th - Steve & Cheryl Brewster



