If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member
is honored, all rejoice together.
1 Corinthians 12:26 ESV
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This Book Changed My
Life 10 Years Ago

THOM S. RAINER

It was ten years ago that | did something | had never done before. | turned
a short blog post into a book. Much to my joy and surprise, the book
became one of the bestsellers in its genre. It stayed at number one on the
bestselling list for quite a while.

Now, nearly two million book sales later, | look back and thank God for what
He did. The little book was called / Am a Church Member. It continues to be
widely used today. | have been blessed to hear from thousands of church
leaders and church members that this book has changed their lives. | know
it has changed mine.

The short blog post that became the impetus for the book had the same
title. Today, on the 10th anniversary of the release of /| Am a Church
Member, | thank God for His blessings and for taking that book to move
churches toward greater health and church members toward greater
commitment.

Here is the original blog post that began it all:

I am a church member.

| will seek to be a source of unity in the church. | know there are no perfect
pastors, staff, or other church members. But neither am [. | will not be a
source of gossip or dissension. One of the greatest contributions | can make
is to do all | can in God’s power to help keep the church in unity for the sake
of the gospel.

I am a church member.

| will not let my church be about my preferences and desires. That is
self-serving. | am in this church to serve others and to serve Christ. My
Savior went to a cross for me. | can deal with any inconveniences and
matters that are just not my preference or style.

I am a church member.

| will pray for my pastor every day. His work is never-ending. His days are
filled with constant demands for his time; with the need to prepare sermons;



with those who are rejoicing in births; with those who are traveling through
the valley of the shadow of death; with critics; with the hurts and hopes of
others; and with the need to be a husband and a father. My pastor cannot
serve our church in his own power. | will pray for God'’s strength for him and
his family every day.

I am a church member.

| like the metaphor of membership. It’s not membership as in a civic
organization or a country club. It’s the kind of membership given to us in 1
Corinthians 12: “All of you together are Christ’s body, and each of you is a
part of it” (I Corinthians 12:.27). Because | am a member of the body of
Christ, | must be a functioning member, whether | am an “eye,” an “ear,” or
a “hand.” As a functioning member, | will give. | will serve. | will minister. | will
evangelize. | will study. | will seek to be a blessing to others. | will remember
that “if one part suffers, all the parts suffer with it, and if one part is honored,
all the parts are glad” (1 Corinthians 12:26).

I am a church member.

I will lead my family to be good members of this church as well. We will pray
together for our church. We will worship together in our church. We will
serve together in our church. And we will ask Christ to help us fall deeper in
love with this church, because He gave His life for her.

I am a church member.

This membership is a gift. When | received the free gift of salvation through
Jesus Christ, | became a part of the body of Christ. | soon thereafter
identified with a local body and was baptized. And now | am humbled and
honored to serve and to love others in our church. | pray that | will never
take my membership for granted, but see it as a gift and an opportunity to
serve others, and to be a part of something so much greater than any one
person or member.

I am a church member.
And | thank God that | am.

https://churchanswers.com/blog/this-book-changed-my-life-10-years-ago/



Order of Service

COMMUNION SUNDAY
July 2, 2023 at 10:40am

THEME: “Building the Church together”

1 Call to Worship
2. Welcome & Announcements - Secretary, Celeste Porte
3. MEDITATION & INVOCATION
4 CHORUSES 811 & 810 - His Name is Wonderful.
/ Teach Me Lord to Wait.
5 SONG 817 - | Need Jesus.
6. SCRIPTURE READING - Luke 11: 1-13 NKJ
7. OFFERTORY PRAYER
8 SONG for Offering - 867 The Old Account was Settled.
9. Singers of Hope - “Psalm 23-I'm Not Alone”
10. SONG 869 - Brethren, We Have Met to Worship.
11. SERMON - Bro. Mike Aimey
12. SONG 549 - Jesus is Calling.
COMMUNION
11. SONG - Behold the Lamb. vv.1& 2
13. Distribution of elements
14. SONG - Behold the Lamb. vv.3 & 4
15. Closing Prayer / Benediction.

* Give God thanks His mercy and Grace fora ¢ For grace for our shut-in members.

new month. e For the Berean Church DR Congo.
¢ For those grieving. * For the friends of Berean - The Gilmours,
« For a safe IBYC trip. Haecks, Hulls, Moores, Montagues,
¢ For guidance as we build God’s Church. Porchers, Rogers, Rudders and Taylors.
* Pray for the ministry and wellbeing of our ¢ For our unemployed members to find
Pastor and family. meaningful employment.
¢ For healing for our sick members. ¢ For the peace of Jerusalem.

July Birthdays

1st - Kenmore Maycock 18th - Clyde Lucas 28th - Janice Reece
5th - Marcelle Griffith 22nd- Christopher Ward 29th - Joan Osborne
6th - Cheryl Brewster 25th - Ann Proverbs 30th - Michele Richards
11th - Gwendolyn Spencer 26th - Gaynelle Jemmott
13th - Norma Thompson 27th - Goldie Spieler AUGUST

Barry Ward 28th - Delano Austin 1st - Louise Moore
15th - Leianne Bovell Chanté James

July Anniversaries Q@

1st - Kenmore & Carol Maycock 27th - Lucy & Carl Crichlow



