And thus | make it my ambition to preach the gospel, not where
Christ has already been named, lest | build on someone else’s
foundation.”

ROM 15:20 ESV
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How to Have a Heart
for the Unreached

How do we have a heart for the unreached? How do we care for those who live
thousands of miles away from us and whom we will likely never meet? Why
should we sacrifice time and money for the unreached? These are questions
that young Christians often ask when discussing the unreached.

How Do | Have a Heart for the Unreached?

Our heart for the unreached starts with the Scriptures. In Romans 15:20, Paul
makes his burden for the unreached clear by stating, “And thus | make it my
ambition to preach the gospel, not where Christ has already been named, lest
| build on someone else’s foundation.” Interestingly, Paul gives missional
priority to those whom he has never met and have never heard the gospel. He
prioritizes places that are hard to reach and have yet to be reached by the
gospel.

As people, we have a natural tendency to care deeply for those we know. It’s
easier for us to pray for those we interact with on a regular basis. This makes
the lack of proximity one of the great challenges we face in cultivating a heart
for the unreached. We want the unreached to hear the gospel, but we have a
hard time orienting our hearts to genuinely care for them.

Recognize God’s Heart for the Unreached

God'’s heart for the nations is clear throughout the Bible. In Genesis 12:1-3, God
makes a covenant with Abraham, promising him land, offspring, and a blessing
that will reach “all the families of the earth.” These promises are foundational
to seeing God’s heart for the nations in Scripture.

Jesus Christ comes through the line of Abraham and is the very one through
whom all nations are blessed (Galatians 3:28-29). When God promises to bless
all the nations of the earth through Abraham’s family, this promise is ultimately
fulfilled in the person and work of Jesus. From long ago, God was working to
provide salvation for the nations. The work of Christ on the cross is effective
for Jew and Gentile, male and female, slave and free. Christ died for the
unreached. We have a heart for the unreached because Christ died for people
of every nation.



Research Unreached People Groups

One of the best ways to overcome apathy towards the unreached and take up
a missional mindset is to actively research unreached people groups. Doing so
allows us to recognize the gravity of the Great Commission in light of the
approximately 3.2 billion unreached people worldwide.

By researching statistics, learning about culture, and reading testimonies of the
unreached, we better familiarize ourselves with those whom we hope to reach
with the gospel. In doing so, the unreached become more real to us and our
hearts are more deeply burdened by their lack of gospel access. Stratus, Joshua
Project, and Voice of the Martyrs provide moving statistics and stories about
unreached people groups that should spur us towards gospel action. When the
church learns about the unreached, we’re motivated to live on a mission for their
salvation.

Reach Internationals in Your City

Practically, God has placed each of us in a particular place for a time. While we
should be praying for unreached people groups around the world, our ministry
should start with those in our own city. If you want God to enlarge your heart for
the unreached, start by reaching internationals in your city with the gospel.
While this may not be possible in every context, many of us live in areas where
universities, hospitals, and businesses attract international students and
workers. Many of these internationals come from countries that are currently
unreached by the gospel.

When we start by reaching internationals in our own community, we prepare
ourselves to faithfully present the gospel cross-culturally. If the Lord eventually
calls us to go overseas, we will be more equipped for the task.

Even more so, we provide an avenue for these internationals to bring the gospel
back to their own countries with them. In Birmingham, Alabama, many
international students come to our city for a few years in order to study
medicine or business at the University of Alabama at Birmingham. Some of
these students will stay in the United States after they graduate from college,
but many will not. Sharing the gospel with international students provides an
opportunity for our hearts for the unreached to increase and for the gospel to
be spread among the nations.

BY COLE SHIFLET « COLTON LEE:
https://radical.net/article/heart-for-the-unreached/



Order of Service
March 5, 2023, 10:40 a.m.
THEME: Christ, Our Sure Foundation.

Call to Worship

Welcome & Announcements - Secretary, Celeste Porte
Meditation & Invocation

Hymn #621 - Who is on the Lord’s Side?
Scripture Reading - Isaiah 48: 10 - 18

Hymn #407 - All The Way My Saviour Leads Me
Song - His Mercy is More

Choir Special - Lord From Sorrows Deep | Call
Hymn #166 - | Run To Christ (HG)

10. Sermon - Pastor Paul Garnes

11. Song - Behold The Lamb (vs. 1-3)

12. Distribution of Elements

13. Song - Behold The Lamb (vs. 4)

14. Benediction
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* For guidance as we build the Church. ¢ For the Berean Church DR Congo.

* Pray for May Pilgrim, Marion Manning, ¢ For the friends of Berean - The Gilmours,
Cecil Clarke Haecks, Hulls, Moores, Montagues,

* Pray for the ministry and wellbeing of our Porchers, Rogers, Rudders and Taylors.
Pastor and family. ¢ For our unemployed members to find

* For healing for our sick members. meaningful employment.

» For grace for our shut-in members. ¢ For the peace of Jerusalem.
) MAR 12: ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING, AFTER MORNING SERVICE.
E MAR 19: HARVEST AT 5PM.
1] MAR 25: BEREAN HIKE, 7:15AM AT CHURCH. BUS LEAVES 7:30AM
> MAR 26: DOOR TO DOOR, HOTHERSAL AT 4:30PM.
W APR 10: BEREAN FUN DAY, EASTER MONDAY, FROM 12 TO 6PM.

March Birthdays

5th - Jenny Lynn Francis 13th - Cheryl Paul 24th - Rosalind Conliffe
- Zachary Haynes 14th - Lucy Crichlow 25th - Eartha Skeete

7th - Carl Ward 16th - Cherise Brathwaite 27th - Joyce Belgrave
- Faith Williams 18th - Roselyn Dixon 30th- Kim Bayley

8th - Tiffany Brathwaite 20th- Pearlita Franklin - Cheryl Branch

13th - Sylvester Branch - Delores Ward 3lst - Ricardo Parris

Anniversaries @

8th - Marva & Victor Springer 23rd - Hilton & Jenny Piggott
17th - Patricia & Trevor Scott 31st - Orin & Cheryl Paul



