Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall
conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.

Isaiah 7:14 ESV
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Why Christmas Matters

We sing it every year in our Christmas carols, especially in “Hark! The
Herald Angels Sing” when we cry out: “Veiled in flesh, the Godhead see; hail
the incarnate Deity.”

The Apostles’ Creed doesn’t use it, but it teaches the doctrine of it when we
read, “conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary.”

Incarnation. If you understand the word incarnation, you’ll understand what
Christmas is about.

Christmas is frankly doctrinal. The invisible has become visible, the
incorporeal has become corporeal. In other words, God has become human.

This is not only a specific doctrine, but it’s also unique. Doctrine always
distinguishes you. One of the reasons we’re afraid to talk about doctrine is
because it distinguishes us from others.

Here’s why the doctrine of Christmas is unique. On one hand, you’ve got
religions that say God is so immanent in all things that incarnation is normal.
If you’re a Buddhist or Hindu, God is immanent in everything. On the other
hand, religions like Islam and Judaism say God is so transcendent over all
things that incarnation is impossible.

But Christianity is unique. It doesn’t say incarnation is normal, but it doesn’t
say it’s impossible. It says God is so immanent that it is possible, but He is
so transcendent that the incarnation of God in the person of Jesus Christ is
a history-altering, life-transforming, paradigm-shattering event.

Christmas is not just frankly doctrinal; it’s also boldly historical. The man-
ger, the resurrection, the story of Jesus is not just a story. It’s true.

This goes completely against what the average person believes. The
average person says they’re parables. They’re legends. They didn’t happen.

The point of Christmas is that Jesus Christ really lived, and He really died. It
happened in history. He did these things. He said these things.

You may think: What’s the big deal? You’re being doctrinaire here. No.
People say: “l like the teachings of Jesus. | like the meaning of these
stories—to love one another, serve one another. | like that. But it doesn’t
matter if these things really happened. Doctrine doesn’t matter. What
matters is you’re a good person.”

The great irony is, that is a doctrine: it’s called the doctrine of justification
by works. What they’re saying is that it doesn’t matter that Jesus actually



lived the life we should have lived and died the death we should have died,;
all that matters is we follow His teaching.

That is a doctrine that says: “I’'m not so bad | need someone to come and be
good for me. | can be good. I’'m not so cut off from God and God is not so
holy that there has to be punishment for sin.”

The Gospel is not that Jesus Christ comes to earth, tells us how to live, we
live a good life and then God owes us blessing. The Gospel is that Jesus
Christ came to earth, lived the life we should have lived and died the death
we should have died, so when we believe in Him we live a life of grateful joy
for Him. If these things didn’t happen, if they’re just parables, what you are
saying is that if you try hard enough, God will accept you.

If Jesus didn’t come, the story of Christmas is one more moral paradigm to
crush you. If Jesus didn’t come, | wouldn’t want to be anywhere around
these Christmas stories that say we need to be sacrificing, we need to be
humble, we need to be loving. All that will do is crush you into the ground,
because if it isn’t true that John saw Him, heard Him, felt Him, that Jesus
really came to do these things, then Christmas is depressing.

First John 1:3 says, “Our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son.”
“Fellowship” means that if Jesus Christ has come, if Christmas is true, then
we’ve got a basis for a personal relationship with God. God is no longer a
remote idea or just a force we cower before, but we can know Him
personally. He’s become graspable.

If Jesus Christ is actually God come in the flesh, you’re going to know much
more about God. You’re seeing Him weep. You're seeing Him upset. You'’re
seeing Him cast down. You’re seeing Him exalted. If Jesus is who He says
He is, we have a 500-page autobiography from God, in a sense. And our
understanding will be vastly more personal and specific than any
philosophy or religion could give us.

Look at what God has done to get you to know Him personally. If the Son
would come all this way to become a real person to you, don’t you think the
Holy Spirit will do anything in His power to make Jesus a real person to you
in your heart? Christmas is an invitation to know Christ personally.
Christmas is an invitation by God to say: Look what I’'ve done to come near
to you. Now draw near to me. | don’t want to be a concept; | want to be a
friend.

TIMOTHY J. KELLER
Timothy Keller is a pastor, apologist and theologian. He is the co-founder of Redeemer

City to City and a bestselling author of books like Uncommon Ground, The Reason for
God and The Prodigal God.



Order of Service

December 4, 2022, 10:40 a.m.
THE ADVENT OF A SAVIOUR

1. Call to Worship & Welcome

2. Announcements

3. Meditation & Invocation

4. Hymn 102 - O come, Emmanuel vs 1, 2
5. Hymn 104 - Joy to the World

6. Scripture Reading - Isaiah 9: 1-7 NKJ
7. Hymn 107 Angels We Have Heard...

8. Hymn 110 - Lift Up Your Heads...

9. Offertory - Go Tell it on the Mountain

* Thank God for Jesus our Saviour

- For those less fortunate during this season

. Continue to pray for our sick members,
friends and relatives.

«+ Pray for the ministry and wellbeing of
Pastor Paul Garnes and his family.

. For the care of our elderly, shut-ins, the

bereaved.
. For a cure for the Corona virus.

10. Special - Christmas Prayer - Bro. Alfred
1. Prayer

12. Sermon - Rev. Roger Paul

13. Hymn 266 - Breathe On Me... vs. 1,2

14. Distribution of Elements

15. Hymn 266 - Breathe On Me... vs. 3, 4
16. Hymn 103 - Thou Didst Leave... vs. 1

17. Closing Prayer/Benediction

« For the Berean Church families in
The DR Congo.
¢ For the friends of Berean - The Gilmours,
Haecks, Hulls, Moores, Montagues,
Porchers, Rogers, Rudders and Taylors.
* For our students, entreprenuers and those
seeking employment. :
¢ For the peace of Jerusalem.

December Birthdays

3rd - Julia Lowe
4th - Joan Aimey
11th - Florence Gibbs
- Chrystolene Harewood
14th - Brigette James
15th - Caleb Williams

20th - Maureen Branch
- Sonia Drayton
21st - Winston Clarke
- Carol Maycock
24th - Maureen Burnett
25th - Stephen Peniston

27th - Leandre Brathwaite
- Ricardo Licorish

28th - Hermes Nurse

29th - Dolores Codrington

Anniversaries @0

7th - Bernadette & Clarence Holder
12th - Anne-Marie Cruickshank-Marshall &
Colin Marshall

22nd - Charmaine & Darwin Brathwaite
28th - Alfred and Sonia Drayton
31st - Beverley & Jefferson Wason



