But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the
desires of the flesh.
Galatians 5:16 ESV
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How Not to
Walk by the Spirit
“I feel like the Lord is leading me to do it.”
Those were my friend’s parting words to me. I told him not to follow this
leading, but he’d had an experience he “really felt was from the Lord.” I
tried to explain what the Bible had to say about his choice. In fact, many
had. But, he had an experience, and he wasn’t budging. So off he
went—into his error, out of the church, and away from Jesus.
This situation it so common in churches across the spectrum that you
could probably fill in details from similarly painful conversations. Add to
that our culture’s commitment to an expressive individualism that exalts
actualizing our desires above conforming to God’s, and we’ve set the
stage for rough times when trying to convince someone that what they
“feel led to do” may not be the Holy Spirit at all.
No wonder some respond to this problem by simply denying God’s Spirit
speaks to us today. My point here is not to debate that point, since others
have done so.
Regardless, the Scriptures admonish us to keep in step with the Spirit (Gal.
5:25). And there are some ways we should all be able to agree one cannot
do that. Here are four.

1. Without the Bible
Attempting to follow the Spirit’s leading without the Bible is foolish at
best and sinful at worst. As I’ve written before, we may learn much here
from our charismatic friends. But if one argues that the Spirit has led them
to a conclusion, action, or emotion the same Spirit has condemned in
Scripture, that person blasphemes. Perhaps you think that’s too strong a
word, but consider this: Such an insistence tacitly accuses God of
double-mindedness, calls into question the authority of his Word, and
makes the believer the final authority in matters of life and practice. That’s
blasphemy.
It’s entirely possible that someone had a profound spiritual experience
that led him or her to no longer trust the Bible. That’s deception. The Spirit
himself tells us we’re to expect such deception (2 Cor. 11:14). The Spirit
wrote a book, so being led by him starts there.

2. Without the Church
A sure-fire way to not walk with the Spirit is to try to walk by yourself.
There is simply no evidence in Scripture that we should expect to faithfully

live a Spirit-filled life if we’re not being led into and among his people.
God—at the infinite cost of his life—has given us not just a spiritual
relationship with himself, but also with each other.
This is why broken fellowship within the body is such a big deal. We are
members of one another. Tearing away from Christ’s body while trying to
be faithful to his Spirit is like severing your arm while expecting it to keep
operating the remote control. When you feel led to do something, it is wise
to run such promptings by your trusted fathers and mothers in the faith,
particularly in the context of your local church.

3. Without Wisdom
Proverbs aren’t promises, but they are proverbs. That is, the same Spirit
that now resides within God’s people inspired Solomon to write down many
words of wisdom. Paul prays that we’ll be filled with the Spirit of
wisdom—the Holy Spirit.
If you “feel led” to do something that seems foolish to you, your trusted
advisers, and your Bible, your feeling is likely just that.

4. Without Faith
Without faith we cannot please God (Heb. 11:6), much less follow him.
Keeping in step with the Spirit, then, means trusting that God can and will
lead you. You trust and follow, and he guides and leads, often to do
seemingly impossible things—raising godly kids, remaining faithful in a
difficult marriage, trusting him for evangelistic opportunities, planting
churches, and making disciples.
None of that comes naturally to any of us. It all requires Paul’s prayer—that
our eyes be opened to the Spirit’s powerful working—to come true. And it
will, if we believe.

Sitting Ducks for Deception
Unfortunately, I was unsuccessful at convincing my friend. He’d had an
experience. He’d shut his Bible, shut his doors, shut out wisdom, and,
therefore, shut out God. And tragically, he’s not alone. We must learn to
hold on to the Spirit and to Scripture—to personal faith and to spiritual
family. If we do so, we’ll set ourselves in a good place for the Spirit’s
leading. If not, we may be sitting ducks for deception.So before we say, “I
feel like the Lord is leading me,” let it be said of us that we’ve been listening
to his Word, his people, his wisdom, and his ways.
_____________
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/how-not-to-walk-by-the-spirit/
Adam Mabry is the lead pastor of Aletheia Church in Boston, Massachusetts.

Order of Service
January 2, 2022, 10:40 a.m.

“...Walk By The Spirit...” Gal 5:16b
1. Call to Worship & Welcome

9. Prayer

2. Announcements

10. Hymn 33 – A Mighty Fortress... (1, 3 & 4)

3. Meditation & Invocation

11. Sermon – Pastor Paul Garnes

4. Hymn 190 – Rejoice The Lord Is King

12. Hymn 103 – Thou Didst Leave... (1, 4 & 5)

5. Hymn 192 – One Day (1, 4 & 5)

13. Distribution of Elements

6. Scripture Reading – Romans 8 : 1 - 13

14. Hymn 104 – Joy to the World (1, 2 & 4)

7. Hymn 254 – He Abides (1, 3 & 4)

15. Prayer/Benediction

8. Hynm 800 – All Hail The Power...

ITEMS FOR
• Give God thanks for bringing us through
2021 to see the new year 2022.
• For smooth and fair Government elections.
• To stop the spread of the COVID-19 Delta
and now Omicron variants.
• For the families who recently lost loved
ones to COVID-19
• Pray for the ministry and wellbeing of our
Pastor and family.
• For healing for our sick members.

PRAYER
• For grace for our shut-in members.
• For the Berean Church families in The DR
Congo as they develop means of
livelihood.
• For the friends of Berean – The Gilmours,
Haecks, Hulls, Moores, Montagues,
Porchers, Rogers, Rudders and Taylors.
• For our unemployed members to find
meaningful employment.
• For the peace of Jerusalem.

January Birthdays
3
5
6
9
10

– Leslie Hull
– Bertram Hoyte
– Christopher Boyce
– Joy Banfield
– Danica Knight
– Joyce Wells
11 – Judane Mitchell

15 – Hilton Piggott
19 – Gary Lloyd
21 – Marion Manning
22 – Colin Marshall
23 – Leon King
– Truneal Kwang
– Janet Walton Bowen

Anniversaries
25 – Tyrone & Julia Lowe

30 – Gregory Douglas
31 – Doreen Phillips
– Joan Shepherd
1

February
– Tony Montague

