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Godly Mothers

by Tom Ascol

One of the greatest challenges that a child can face is growing up in a
home where dad is either absent or spiritually disengaged. The Bible is
clear that fathers have the responsibility to take the lead in guiding and
governing their homes. God’s design for families provides for children to
be raised in two-parent families with dads at

the helm.

A growing body of research has confirmed the wisdom of this design.
According to the National Father Initiative, a father’s presence and
involvement in the lives of his children diminishes poverty, abuse, neglect,
sexual promiscuity, and criminal activity, and it enhances a child’s
physical health and academic performance. This should come as no
surprise to Christians because we know that God’s ways are both right
and good.

But what about the children that grow up in homes where dad is absent
(physically, spiritually, or both)? Are children bereft of the spiritual
leadership of a father doomed to a life of failure? Must a mother who has
no support from a husband in raising children resign herself to her
children turning out badly?

Hardly. A godly mother can have a powerful influence over her children
even in the absence of a fully engaged dad. The New Testament church
leader named Timothy demonstrates this in a significant way.

In 2 Timothy 1:5, Paul reminds his young colleague of his spiritual heritage.
“I am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that dwelt first in your
grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and now, | am sure, dwells in
you as well.” The lack of any reference to Timothy’s father is striking.
Evidently, Timothy grew up in a home where his dad was not much of a
spiritual leader.

In fact, his dad was probably not a believer at all. When we first read of
Timothy in Acts 16, he is described as “the son of a Jewish woman who
was a believer, but his father was a Greek” (v. 1). He was the child of a
religiously mixed marriage.

Timothy’s mother, Eunice, married outside the faith in clear violation of
Old Testament law (see Deut. 7). Perhaps she grew up in a home where
the Jewish faith was only nominally practiced or maybe she simply
rebelled against her parents. Somewhere along the line, perhaps on Paul’s
first missionary journey (Acts 14:6), she became a believer.



When Paul writes his last letter to Timothy, he can describe Eunice’s faith
as “sincere” and as having begun prior to Timothy’s. The silence with
respect to the man of the house is deafening. Whether he was dead or
alive, religious or not, Paul gives no hint that Timothy’s father provided any
spiritual guidance to his son.

The earliest lessons in spiritual formation that Timothy received came from
his mother and grandmother. Paul reiterates this when he reminds
Timothy that “from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred
writings” (2 Tim. 3:15). Who taught Timothy the Bible when he was a child?
Not his dad. His mother and grandmother saw to it that he learned the
Scriptures as a boy.

Some of the most useful servants of God throughout history owe a great
spiritual debt to their mothers. The great fourth and fifth century church
leader, Augustine, had a violent, unbelieving father and a godly, faithful,
Christian mother. It was the tearful prayers of his mother, Monica, that God
used to arrest him from his profligate ways as a young man and turn his
heart toward the grace of God in the gospel.

Similarly, John Newton, the author of “Amazing Grace,” was raised by a
godly mother and ungodly father. From his mother he learned to
memorize hymns, catechism answers, and Scripture, all before she died
when he was seven years old. It was those early lessons that God brought
back to his mind as a young man and used to save him from a life of slave
trading and debauchery.

Though Charles Spurgeon’s father and grandfather were both pastors, he
regularly refers in his sermons and books to the spiritual influence exerted
on him by his mother.

On one occasion, Eliza Jarvis prayed these words in the presence of her
children: “Now, Lord, if my children go on in their sins, it will not be from
ignorance that they perish. And my soul must bear a swift witness against
them at the day of judgment if they lay not hold of Christ.” Spurgeon later
wrote about that prayer, noting that the “thought of a mother’s bearing
swift witness against me pierced my conscience and stirred my heart.”

The call to be a mother is a high calling indeed. Even when the home life is
fraught with difficulties and challenges, a Christian mother has a great
opportunity to influence her children for Christ. Her family is her mission
field, and like all faithful missionaries she should trust the Lord to supply
grace to meet all of the challenges as she seeks to seize all of the
opportunities to impact the rising generation with the gospel.

First published in Tabletalk Magazine, an outreach of Ligonier.



Order of Service

COMMUNION SUNDAY
May 2, 2021 at 10:40am

THEME: “The Kingdom of God is Near”

Welcome/Announcements

One Minute Meditation

Invocation

Chorus - | Want to See Jesus Lifted High
Scripture Reading St. Luke 17:20-37
Hymn 129 - At the Cross

Hymn 690 - Sweet By and By

Prayer

Hymn 454 - Follow On

10. Sermon - Deacon Tyrone Lowe

11. Hymn 464 - O Master, Let Me Walk with Thee
12. DISTRIBUTION OF ELEMENTS

13. Hymn 805 - Because He Lives

14. Benediction

©CONOGAKN S

- Increased prayer needed for St. Vincent + For the Berean Church families in The DR
admidst the recent floods and eruptions. Congo as they combat Covid-19 and
. That we are able to worship together. related challenges.
i . Praise for significant progress in Berean « For the friends of Berean - The Gilmours,
Agricultural Project. Haecks, Hulls, Moores, Porchers, Rogers,
- For our Essential Workers and for Taylors.
successful contact tracing. « For our unemployed members to find
« Pray for the ministry and wellbeing of meaningful employment. :
Pastor Paul Garnes, and his family. « For the economic recovery of our country
.« For healing for our sick members. Barbados. :
. For grace for our shut-in members « For the peace of Jerusalem.

May Birthdays

3rd - Rachel Gibbs 9th - Julianne Johnson 16th - Rachel Williams
5th - Joel Ellis 10th - Alfred Drayton 19th - Harold Codrington
7th - Michael Aimey - Angela Ward 23rd - Jennifer Thompson

8th - Julia Licorish 13th - Pamela Kellman 28th - Heather Payne



