
April Birthdays

Anniversaries
18th – Ricardo & Julia Licorish

4th – Anita Eastmond
8th – Signe Watson
12th – Patricia Scott
15th – Kenny St. Cyr
17th – Charmaine Brathwaite

22nd – Joy-Ann Beckles
 – Tanya Lowe
23rd – Chirlene Black
 – Dazil Blackman
 – Wendy Jones

24th – Susan Greenidge
26th – Marcia Mayers
27th – Marlene Skinner
29th – Kevin Gaskin

Order of Service
COMMUNION SUNDAY

April 4, 2021 at 9:00am & 11:00am

THEME: “His Robes for Mine”

28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, 

“Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who 
have not seen and yet have believed.” John 20:28-29 ESV

Sunday, April 4, 2021

Worship Service

BEREAN BIBLE CHURCH
ITEMS FOR                PRAYER

• Give thanks for our  salvation through   
 Jesus Christ, who died so we might live.
• Praise for significant progress in Berean   
 Agricultural Project.
• For our Essential Workers and for    
 successful contact tracing.
• Pray for the ministry and wellbeing of   
 Pastor Paul Garnes, and his family.
• For healing for our sick members.
• For grace for our shut-in members
• For the Berean Church families in The DR  

 Congo as they combat Covid-19 and   
 related challenges.
• For the friends of Berean – The Gilmours,  
 Hulls, Taylors, Haecks, Moores, Porchers,  
 Rogers.
• For our unemployed members to find   
 meaningful employment.
• For the economic recovery of our country  
 Barbados.
• For the peace of Jerusalem.

1. Welcome/Announcements
2. Invocation 
3. Hymn #179 – Christ the Lord Is Risen Today
4. Hymn #176 – Christ Arose
5. Scripture Reading St. John 20:1-10
6. Hymn #377 – He Lives
7. Prayer
8. Solo – The Blood Never Loses Its Power – Bro. Alfred
9. Chorus – Lord I Lift Your Name on High  
10. Sermon – Rev. Paul Garnes
11. Hymn – His Robes for Mine
12. Distribution of Elements
13. Hymn #805 – Because He Lives
14. Benediction 

Morning Worship Live Stream - 9:00am
https://www.youtube.com/user/bereanbarbados/live

Join Sunday School this Sunday - 11:00am
11:00 am | ZOOM link provided
There is a class for ALL ages

Midweek Online Service (Wednesday)
Noon and repeated 7:30 pm | ZOOM link provided

Online Youth Group (Friday)
7:00 pm | ZOOM link provided

WhatsApp or        Signal  845-5752 or Tel: 426-4707 
email: info@bereanbarbados.org

www.bereanbarbados.org



(13:2). Also, as Jesus is washing Peter’s feet he tells Peter, “You are all clean, but not every one 
of you” (13:10). John, now looking back on the scene years later, explains, “For Jesus knew 
who was to betray him; that was why he said, ‘Not all of you are clean’” (13:11).

What was going through Judas’ mind as the Lord knelt before his feet and rendered the 
service of a slave? Did Judas already know that Jesus knew what he was about to do? That 
depends on the order of the foot washing. 

John says in verse 6 that he “came to Simon Peter” after he had started washing their feet in 
verse 5. So, did Jesus have the conversation with Peter before or after he had washed Judas’ 
feet?

Either way, it had to be a very awkward moment for Judas. When he heard Jesus say, “You 
are all clean, but not every one of you,” all that Judas could have been thinking was, he 
knows. He knows, and still, he’s washing my feet. I wonder if their eyes met and Judas had to 
look away.

On the other hand, what was going through Jesus’ mind as he bent over the dirty feet of 
Judas Iscariot and washed them with the water and wiped them with the towel? He was not 
only washing the feet of a man with a devilish heart, who was about to become the biggest 
traitor in human history. He was washing the feet of one of his disciples whom he had chosen, 
whom he had taught, and ministered to.

He had commissioned Judas and had given him power to preach in his name, as he had done 
with the other disciples. Judas was there when Jesus calmed the storm and when he fed the 
5,000 and when he raised Lazarus from the dead. And still, Judas was about to set into 
motion the event that God would use to bring about the horrifying death of his Son through 
crucifixion, a death that hours later Jesus would beg the Father to avoid, if he could, sweating 
drops of blood in palpable sorrow.

Judas is on Jesus’ mind when he prays in the garden later that night. For in John 17:12, while 
Jesus is praying specifically for his disciples, Jesus says to the Father, “While I was with them, 
I kept them in your name, which you have given me. I have guarded them, and not one of 
them has been lost except the son of destruction, that the Scripture might be fulfilled.”

So Jesus knew all about what Judas was doing. And yet, John tells us in verse 1, he loved “his 
own” disciples “unto the end.” And “his own” included Judas Iscariot. In fact, Jesus dismisses 
Judas in verse 27, after announcing to the disciples that there is a traitor in their midst. He 
could have removed Judas from the Passover meal sooner if he had wanted. But instead, 
Jesus waits until he has washed Judas’ feet along with the other disciples, as if to say, “You 
are still one of mine. And I still love you.”

And Jesus would go to the cross the next day and give his life not only for the eleven but also 
for Judas, his betrayer. It’s very hard for us, I think, to imagine a love like that.

So, Jesus teaches the church to wash one another’s feet—that is, to sacrificially serve others 
even in ways that we might think are beneath us. And his ultimate foot-washing act would 
be to go to the cross for the world.

But this lesson is not only about our willingness to do a dirty task. It is also a lesson about our 
willingness to love other people, even those who are unlovely, or unloving in return. After all, 
if Jesus, our Lord, can wash the feet of those who would scatter from him, of one who would 
deny him, and even of one who would betray him—in fact, if he can wash our feet—then 
surely we can wash one another’s feet.

The full meaning of John 13, where Jesus is gathered with his disciples for the Jewish 
Passover meal, begins in John 12. In that chapter, John brings all that he has written about 
Jesus up to that point to a climax, setting the stage for chapter 13.

Compared to the other gospel-writers, John uniquely presents Jesus in chapters 2–11 
through seven signs that point to Jesus’ glory as the resurrected Son of God. Jesus turns 
water to wine and cleanses the temple (chapter 2), he heals the Roman o£cial’s son 
(chapter 4), the lame man at the pool of Bethesda (chapter 5), feeds the 5,000 (chapter 6), 
heals the man born blind (chapter 9), and finally raises Lazarus from the dead (chapter 11).

The purpose of the signs is to prove Jesus’ identity and cause people to believe in him. But 
despite his signs, John 12:37 sadly notes, “Though he had done so many signs before them, 
they still did not believe in him.”

In chapter 13, therefore, Jesus ends his public ministry to his people and carries on a private 
ministry to his disciples only, during these final hours before his crucifixion. He is gathering 
together these men who would form the new community of believers that we now call the 
church. And the first lesson that he teaches this new community is a lesson in washing feet.

Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart 
out of this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them 
to the end. 2 During supper, when the devil had already put it into the heart of Judas 
Iscariot, Simon’s son, to betray him, 3 Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things 
into his hands, and that he had come from God and was going back to God, 4 rose from 
supper. He laid aside his outer garments, and taking a towel, tied it around his waist. 5 Then 
he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with 
the towel that was wrapped around him (John 13:1–5).

Many of us have pondered the significance of this surprising act by Jesus. Not only is it 
demeaning to wash feet, but it was considered to be especially condescending by the Jews 
to do so. But Jesus really gets into the role of foot-washing, even removing his outer 
garment and putting a towel around him, the look of a slave.

So the disciples are aghast, and silence falls on the upper room as they watch Jesus wash 
their feet. That is, until Peter breaks the silence in order to voice his objection (John 13:6–10)! 
But when Jesus is done, he brings home the point of the lesson in 13:14–20. In essence, he 
has washed their feet as an example for them to follow. If their Lord and Master can serve 
them by stooping low to wash their feet, then surely they can serve one another in any way. 
The first lesson Jesus has taught the church, therefore, is to humbly, lovingly, and 
sacrificially serve other people.

When we read this amazing story, we’re riveted on Jesus and Peter because of Peter’s 
strong reaction. But let’s consider for just a moment that Jesus not only washed the feet of 
Peter, but he also washed the feet of Judas, the disciple who was about to betray the Son 
of God.

Later that night, Judas would lead the temple authorities to find Jesus, making it possible 
for them to arrest Jesus secretly and lead him away to trial and crucifixion.

As Jesus shares the Passover meal with his disciples and washes their feet, John has already 
reminded his readers that Judas is the elephant in the upper room. John says at the 
beginning of the passage that the devil had already seized Judas’ heart to betray Jesus BJU SEMINARY | GREG STIEKES | APRIL 2, 2021
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