Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father
has sent me, even so | am sending you.”

John 20:21 ESV
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Why We Must Reclaim the
Meaning of “the Unreached’

Your neighbor across the street does not believe in Jesus.

Your brother-in-law is still unsaved, though he has repeatedly been presented
with the gospel.

Your church has an outreach to Haiti, with a full-time couple serving there.

Though none of the people referenced here have come to faith in Christ,
contrary to popular thinking among many Christians they are not “unreached.”

How is this so and why does this matter? The short and simple answer relates to
gospel access and opportunity, and the church’s mission.

Just because someone does not believe the gospel does not mean they are
unreached. “Unreached peoples” are actually those who have no opportunity to
hear the gospel at all. They don’t have a chance because they don’t have a Jesus
follower nearby to explain the good news of Christ to them. In most instances
there is no church, no Bible, and no way of hearing about the love of God and
His redeeming work through the death and resurrection of His Son, Jesus Christ.

To better understand who are considered reached and who are not, we can
divide the 7.6 billion inhabitants of the world into four segments:

Reached and Saved (11%). These are Christians who believe in the Bible as
God’s Word and have received by faith alone the gracious atoning work of
Jesus on their behalf. Approximately 1 billion people across the planet fall within
this category.

Reached but not Saved (23%). They have some knowledge of the gospel but
with no or nominal acceptance. They are “Christians” by tradition rather than by
conviction. They have access to the gospel - it is all around them - without
believing it. About 1.7 billion people are in this category.

Under-reached and Unsaved (33%). They have never heard a clear presentation
of the gospel, although it is nearby. They have some access to the gospel
through various means, such as a nearby believer, through media, or the
internet, but it is woefully sparse. About 2.5 billion people around the world fall
within this category.

Unreached and Unsaved (33%). They sadly have no withessing community
within their people group or in their geographic area - no access to the gospel.



They have no opportunity to hear, no chance to believe. Tragically, 2.5 billion
people fall within this category and it’s increasing every year.

It is calculated that there are 6,926 unreached people groups scattered across
the world. Some of them consist of large ethnic blocks of millions of people.
Others are small groups of under 10,000, together totaling less than 8 million
individuals. But all have no access to the gospel.

These gospel-deprived individuals must be seen with compassion on the
personal level. Not only do they not believe in Jesus but they do not know there
is a Jesus to believe in. That opportunity has been denied them.

What are the implications to us who are compelled to follow Jesus’ command to
bring lost souls to faith in Jesus? It means that gospel messengers are needed to
either go and personally witness or use means that will. This can be done by way
of personal encounters, broadcasts, podcasts, printed material, recordings, films,
blogs, electronic communications, and many other innovative means that are
channels of penetrating witness.

The previously mentioned non-believing neighbor, the brother-in-law, and even
the Haitians - 20 percent of whom are Protestant - all have access to the gospel
and have opportunity to believe in Jesus. Just because they are indifferent,
unresponsive, or resistant does not mean they are unreached. They each have a
chance to understand their spiritual plight and need of a Savior. The good news is
within their reach.

But the 2.5 billion gospel-deprived “Unreached and Unsaved” do not have any of
these advantages. They are unaware, clueless, and hopeless, without a chance of
hearing the gospel message even if they so desired. The good news is not within
their reach.

Only by reclaiming the real meaning of “unreached” will the church grasp the size
of the challenge that still lies before us in responding to Jesus’ Great Commission,
and be inspired to commit to its fulfillment.

Christ’s commanded to reach the lost ... striving to make the gospel accessible to
all peoples ... providing those who have not heard, the opportunity to respond ...
focusing on making the unreached, the reached.

MARV NEWELL

Marv Newell is Senior Vice President of Missio Nexus, a network of evangelical mission
agencies, churches and training centers in North America. Marv is also an adjunct
professor at Moody Theological Seminary. Previously, he served as a missionary in
Papua, Indonesia, and he and his wife have been involved in missions for 40 years.



Order of Service
March 7, 2021, 9:00 a.m.
THEME:

Follow Jesus: Love One Another

One-Minute Meditation

Opening Prayer

Hymn 90: Come, Christians, Join to Sing

Bible Reading: John 13:12-20

Hymn: His Robes for Mine

Hymn 317: What a Friend We in Jesus

Sermon: John 12:36-13:38 — Pastor Paul Garnes
Song 68: Praise Him! Praise Him!
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Benediction

« Give thanks for God’s grace, mercy and « For grace for our shut-in members

continual goodness. + For the Berean Church families in The DR
. For those who are living with disabilities Congo as they combat Covid-19 and
as we recognize the month of the disabled related challenges.
: in our nation. « For the friends of Berean - The Gilmours,
. Praise for significant progress in Berean Hulls, Taylors, Haecks, Moores, Porchers.
: Agricultural Project. « For our unemployed members to find
. For our Essential Workers and for meaningful employment. :
: successful contact tracing. « For the economic recovery of our country
- Pray for the ministry and wellbeing of Barbados. :
: Pastor Paul Garnes, and his family. « For the peace of Jerusalem.

- For healing for our sick members.

March Birthdays

5th - Jenny Lynn Francis 14th - Lucy Crichlow 25th - Eartha Skeete
- Zachary Haynes 16th - Cherise Brathwaite 27th - Joyce Belgrave
7th - Carl Ward 18th - Roselyn Dixon 30th- Kim Bayley
- Faith Williams 20th- Pearlita Franklin - Cheryl Branch
8th - Tiffany Brathwaite - Delores Ward 3lst - lan Bovell
13th - Sylvester Branch 24th - Rosalind Conliffe - Ricardo Parris

Anniversaries @0

8th - Marva & Victor Springer 22nd - Denis & Esther Graham
17th - Patricia & Trevor Scott 23rd - Hilton & Jenny Piggott



