Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may
obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.
Hebrews 4:16 NKJV
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What Christians Need to Understand about

MERCY

What does it mean for Christians to be merciful? Jeremiah Johnson, a writer for
Grace to You, has written a blog post titled “Blessed are the Merciful” on
GTY.org. He starts out by quoting Martyn Lloyd Jones from his work, Studies in
the Sermon on the Mount:

“A Christian is something before he does something.”

This reflects what Jesus says in His sermon on the mount in Matthew 5:2-11:
“And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying:
‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.’
‘Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.’
‘Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.’
‘Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall
be satisfied.’
‘Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.’
‘Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.’
‘Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.’
‘Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs
is the kingdom of heaven.’
‘Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all
kinds of evil against you falsely on my account.” (bold emphasis added)

These beatitudes reflect a heart attitude; righteousness comes from the heart
and not works. This doesn’t mean that good works don’t have a place in the
Christian’s life because they do...but what motivates good works matters to
Christ.

Johnson quotes John MacArthur from his book, The Only Way to Happiness:

“Living as a Christian means there is to be no veneer, no facade. Christianity
is something that happens to us at the very center of our being, and from
there it flows out to the activities of life. God has never been interested in
only the blood of bulls and goats. He has never been interested in any
superficial spiritual activity unless the heart is right. (see Amos 5:21-24) »

The beatitude relating to mercy address an inward heart attitude, but it also
relays how we are called to relate to others. So it follows that if God has granted
us mercy, we will grant mercy to others. Johnson quotes MacArthur again in his
definition of mercy:

“Mercy is seeing a man without food and giving him food. Mercy is seeing a
person begging for love and giving him love. Mercy is seeing someone lonely
and giving him company. Mercy is meeting the need, not just feeling it.”

So how can we show mercy to others, and how can we live it out every day?

Mercy shows up in our relationships: friendships, family, marriage, parenting,
work, people we meet, etc. Our natural tendency is to act in sinful, selfish ways;
it is only with a transformed heart that we can truly be merciful toward someone
else. Johnson references MacArthur’s direction for showing mercy through
pitying, prodding, praying, and preaching.


http://www.gty.org/blog/B170130
http://www.gty.org/blog/B170130
https://www.biblestudytools.com/esv/matthew/passage/?q=matthew+5:2-11
https://www.biblestudytools.com/esv/amos/passage/?q=amos+5:21-24
https://www.crosswalk.com/family/marriage/
https://www.crosswalk.com/family/parenting/

1. MERCY PITIES
Today pitying has a negative tone associated with it, as no one wants to be pitied
for fear they’ll lose their pride. However, there is a righteous pitying which Stephen
displays in Acts 7:60:
“And falling to his knees he cried out with a loud voice, "Lord, do not hold this
sin against them.” And when he had said this, he fell asleep.”

2. MERCY PRODS

Prodding also has a negative association in that people tend to find prodding by
others to be annoying. This also has to do with pride and wanting to accomplish
everything on our own. But merciful, gentle prodding done with the right
motivation can aid in the confrontation of sin. Christians are called to prod with
compassion and care, offering truth with grace and mercy.

3. MERCY PRAYS

It is merciful to pray for those who do not know God, and it is also merciful to pray
with those who do not know God. As Christians we are called to pray for the lost,
our neighbors, and the disobedient. MacArthur explains, “Our prayer is an act of
mercy, for it releases God’s blessing.”

4. MERCY PREACHES

How do you preach mercy to others? By sharing the gospel; for it is through the
gospel that you first learned of mercy. MacArthur states, “l believe preaching the
gospel is the most necessary and merciful thing you can do for the lost soul.”

If we’re not pointing those we love, those we know, and those we just met to the
gospel then “we’re withholding the greatest mercy imaginable,” writes Johnson.

Johnson brings us full circle to Matthew 5:7 by pointing out:

“Getting back to the blessing of Matthew 5:7, what can we expect as the result
of showing such mercy to others? Christ says the merciful “shall receive mercy.”
That’s not, as some have tried to claim, a promise of reciprocal kindness, peace,
and harmony between man. Christ isn’t guaranteeing us that people will treat
us the way we treat them. Instead, He’s explaining that the merciful will receive
mercy from God.”

Since we have received mercy from God, we are called to be merciful in all things
and to all people. Because we have been forgiven, we are called to forgive all
wrongs against us. As merciful Christians, we are called to show mercy just as
Christ showed us mercy. This means mercy to those we love, mercy to those we
disagree with, mercy to the refugees, orphans, widows, and the lost.

To read Jeremiah Johnson’s article in its entirety, please visit GTY.org.
Crosswalk Contributor Michael J. Kruger advises,

“In summary, we should be clear that both gospel proclamation and deeds of
mercy should be part of the life of the church. We are not forced to choose. But we
must also be careful to distinguish between them. Deeds of mercy are not the
gospel.”

An act of mercy can be sharing the gospel with someone, but good deeds should
never be substituted for the gospel. No matter how many good deeds we carry out,
even with the right motivation, people still need to hear the gospel. Though we are
called to extend mercy, our mercy cannot save someone...only God can, and God’s
mercy must be shared through the words of the gospel.

Memory verse:
"Better is open rebuke than hidden love.” (Proverbs 27:5 ESV)


http://www.gty.org/blog/B170130
https://www.crosswalk.com/church/pastors-or-leadership/3-concerns-with-modern-mercy-ministry.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/esv/proverbs/27-5.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/esv/matthew/5-7.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/esv/acts/7-60.html
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Order of Service

October 4, 2020, 10:40 am
“The Mercies of God.”

Call to Worship - Rev. Paul Garnes

Announcements - Secretary Sis. Celeste Porte

Meditation & Invocation

Opening Prayer

Chorus 736 - | Will Sing of the Mercies of the Lord

Hymn 186 - And Can It Bevs: vs. 1, 2 and 3.

1st. Scripture Reading - 1 Chronicles 16 : 23 - 34. (unison)
Prayer - Bro. Orin Paul

Song - His Mercy is More

. Duet Special - Sis. Lizgo and Sis. Malivia

2nd. Scripture Reading - John 6 : 16 - 21

. Hymn 599 - Break Thou The Bread of Life: vs.1,2and 3
. Sermon - Rev. Paul Garnes

. Hymn 379 - O boundless salvation: vs. 1, 2 and 4

. Communion - The Distribution of Elements

. Hymn 379 - O boundless salvation: vs. 3 and 4

Benediction

¢ Thank God for continued goodness, grace * For the leadership, teachers and programs

and mercy toward us, over the past 64 of our Sunday School
: years and beyond * For the various ministries of the church
¢ Thank God for the 1st year of ministry of  + For the Gideons, ISIVCF & CEF ministries
: Pastor Garnes and his family » For the treasured senior citizens of our
¢ Thank God for spiritual, emotional and congregation, including our shut-ins
physical healing * For economic recovery of our country
¢ For bringing through us the COVID19 * For the peace of Jerusalem
:  pandemic

October Birthdays

2nd - Jersey Daniel 14th - Ryan Bayne 26th- Joy Wallace
8th - Margo Johnson 17th - Leeann Wells 31st - Melissa Gibbs
- Jennifer Piggott 23rd- Kimberley Gaskin

5th -

Anniversaries @0

Paul & Malivia Garnes 16th - Chris & Deirdre Boyce
Ricardo & Sheryl Parris 25th - Carl & Delores Ward





