I know what it is to be poor or to have plenty,
and I have lived under all kinds of conditions...
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What Is a Christian’s
Responsibility to Government?
The New Testament gives us some broad principles on how we
are supposed to respond to government. For example, Romans
13 elaborates on the origin and institution of government as
something that God ordains.
The great theologian Augustine said that government is a
necessary evil, that it is necessary because of evil. And most
theologians in the history of the church have said that human
evil is the reason even corrupt government is better than no
government at all. The function of government is to restrain evil
and to maintain, uphold, and protect the sanctity of life and of
property. Given this function, the Christian understands that
government is ordained of God, and so Christians, first of all,
are called to respect whatever it is that God institutes and
ordains.
For God’s sake we are called to be model citizens. We are told
to bend over backwards to honor the king or be obedient to the
civil magistrates. That doesn’t mean a slavish obedience to the
civil magistrates. There are occasions on which Christians not
only may but must disobey the civil magistrates. Anytime a civil
government requires a Christian to do what God forbids or
forbids them to do what God commands, then the person must
disobey. But our basic posture toward government, according
to the New Testament, is to be submissive and obedient
citizens of the state. We are also given the duty of praying for
earthly governments that they may fulfill the tasks God has
given to them.

We have another responsibility, and this is the one that
sometimes brings us into controversial areas. I personally
believe in a separation of spheres of authority between the
church and state. I think it is a marvelous structure in the United
States of America that does not allow for the state to rule the
church or the church to rule the state. Historically that meant
that the church was answerable to God and the state was
answerable to God. Separation of church and state assumed a
division of labor; the church has its job, and the state has its job.
The church is not to maintain a standing army, and the state is
not to do evangelism or to administer the sacraments.
Nevertheless, they are both regarded as being under God.
Unfortunately, in today’s culture separation of church and state
means separation of state and God, as if the state and the
government were answerable to no one but themselves—as if
the government didn’t have to respond to God. But God
monitors governments; God raises them up and brings them
down. Every human government is accountable to God and is
accountable to maintain its affairs with justice and with
righteousness. When the government is no longer acting justly
and no longer protecting life—sanctioning abortions, for
example—then it is the task of the church to be the prophetic
voice, to call the state to task and tell the state to repent and do
what God commands it to do.
R. C. Sproul

______________
“What is a Christian’s Responsibility to Government?” and other questions can be found
in ligionier.org Questions Answered section. To learn more about this topic download
R.C. Sproul’s free Crucial Questions booklet What Is the Relationship between Church
and State? Download more free ebooks in the Crucial Questions series here.
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"The LORD your God....is mighty" Zep 3:17a
1. Call to Worship

8. Prayer

2. Announcements

9. Hymn 796 – Heaven came down

3. Meditation & Invocation

10. Sermon – Rev. Jon Ryttersgaard

4. Song - Behold Our God

11. Hymn 248 – Blessed Quietness

5. Hymn 96 – Wonderful

12. Distribution of Elements

6. Scripture – Zephaniah 3: 8 - 20

13. Hymn 805 - Because He lives

7. Hymn 477 – Channels only

14. Benediction

ITEMS FOR
• Thank God for blessing our Nation over
the past 54 years.
• Give God thanks for His grace and
continual goodness.
• Continue to pray for our sick members,
friends and relatives.
• Pray for the ministry and wellbeing of
Pastor Paul Garnes and his family.
• For the care of our elderly. shut-ins, the
bereaved.
• For a cure for the Corona virus.

PRAYER
• For the Berean Church families in
The DR Congo as they combat Covid-19
and related challenges.
• For the friends of Berean – The Gilmores,
Hulls, Taylors, Haecks, Moores, Portio.
• For our unemployed members to find
meaningful employment.
• For the Gideons, ISIVCF & CEF ministries.
• For the economic recovery of our country
Barbados.
• For the peace of Jerusalem.

November Birthdays
3 – Aletha Lynch
5 – Pearlita Seale
– Audrey Thomas
11 – Marva Blackette
12 – Rhonda Ifill
12 – Sandra Piggott

13 – Alfred Austin
15 – Darwin Brathwaite
20 – Angela Bourne
22 – Sheila Gill
23 – Joyy Ellis
24 – Jade King

24 – Paul Garnes
26 – Frances Patrick
27 – Cecille Reid
28 – Peter Thomas
29 – Malivia Garnes

Anniversaries
3 – Barry & Kim Ward
15 – Michael & Wendy Jones

28 – William & Wendene Wells

