For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but
you received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out,
“Abba, Father.”
Romans 8:15 NKJV
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Adoption into God’s Family
Paul’s letter to the Ephesians is a marvelous statement of gospel
doctrine and practice. He writes to remind the believers in Ephesus
of the glorious realities of their salvation and the great
responsibilities that fall on them to walk “worthy of the calling to
which you have been called” (Eph. 4:1).
For Paul, there can be no reflection on these themes except in the
context of praise and adoration of the God from whom all the
blessings of salvation flow. “Blessed be the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ,” he says at the outset of his letter, “who has
blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing” (Eph. 1:3). Here Paul
uses the word bless in the form of an adjective, a verb, and a noun.
God is blessed. He has blessed us. He has given us every blessing. In
Christ, God has done for us what we could never have done for
ourselves, and He deserves all the glory for it.
Among the blessings God bestows on us in Christ is the blessing of
adoption. We have been brought into God’s family and made God’s
children. From God we have received “the Spirit of adoption as sons,
by whom we cry, ‘Abba! Father’” (Rom. 8:15). As far as our status is
concerned, we are no longer “strangers and aliens” to the people of
God but “members of the household of God” (Eph. 2:19). The
Christians in Ephesus may have no natural affinity to the descendants
of Abraham, but God in His grace has addressed the issue of their
spiritual alienation from His covenant by making them His sons and
daughters.
In the opening section of Ephesians, our attention is drawn to four
issues in connection with our adoption. The first is that we were
predestined to our new status. “He predestined us for adoption as
sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will” (Eph.
1:5). God’s adoption of us was initiated by God Himself, and the
decision to make us His children was made before either we or the
world existed. There is a determination — a purpose — on the part of
God to enlarge His family by bringing rebels and sinners like us into
it. It is one thing for human parents to decide to adopt someone who
will fit into the family and enhance it; God, however, purposes to
adopt those who are the very opposite of Himself. The second aspect
of adoption is that it is “to the praise of his glorious grace” (Eph. 1:6).
Our adoption into God’s family is not so much something that confers
a benefit on us; in the first instance, it is something that enhances
the reputation of the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who
has opted to become our God and Father too. All the praise is His.

Our adoption arises out of His choice, and focuses on His glory and
praise. We did not deserve it and could not achieve it. But God, by
His mercy and favor, conveys this blessing on us that He will be
praised throughout endless ages of eternity.
A third focus of Paul’s doctrine of adoption is that it is in Christ. Some
eighty times Paul uses the couplet “in Christ” or “in him” in the
course of his letters. There is no spiritual blessing outside of Christ.
But once we are in Him, there is no spiritual blessing that is not ours.
Notice the concentration of emphasis on this in Ephesians 1:3–6: we
are blessed “in Christ” (v. 3); chosen “in him” (v. 4); predestined
“through Jesus Christ” (v. 5); blessed in the Beloved (v. 6). The whole
complex of our adoption finds its center and its meaning in Jesus
Christ.
Moreover, if we want to know that we have been adopted into the
family of God, then we must look to Jesus Christ. God has no focal
point or ground upon which to secure our status as His adopted
children except what He has done in His only begotten Son. He sent
the one Son He had from all eternity into the world with the purpose
of enlarging His family, so that He would bring many sons with Him
into glory (Heb. 2:10). To be adopted is to be able to stand where
Jesus always stood, looking at God and calling Him “Abba.” Jesus,
who always addressed God as “My Father,” teaches His people to
say, “Our Father.”
What a glorious, magnificent, aweinspiring, and humbling doctrine.
We who were enemies of God are made the sons of God, only
because the Son of God was set apart to be regarded as the enemy;
He was made a curse for us, so that the blessing of Abraham would
come on the Gentiles (Gal. 3:14) — the blessing in which God says,
“You are Mine.”
Finally, we are adopted so that we will, in fact, bear the family
likeness. We are chosen to be holy and blameless (Eph. 1:4). These
are the characteristics of the children of God. They are set apart to be
“blameless and innocent, children of God without blemish in the
midst of a crooked and twisted generation” (Phil. 2:15). There can be
no adoption without a conferring of the family likeness and the
implanting of a new impulse toward holiness and godliness.
It used to thrill me when my children were younger to hear one of our
boys say, “I want to be like my dad.” I know of nothing that better
evidences our adoption into God’s family than to wish, more than
anything else in the world, that we could be more like our Father.
That’s why He adopted us, after all.

by Iain Campbell

Order of Service
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“Wonderful Saviour”
Invocation

Ministry of the Choir

Hymn 65 – He’s a Wonderful Saviour...

Hymn 801 – How Great Thou Art

Hymn 352 – My Hope is in The Lord

Sermon – Rev. Edison Bynoe

Hymn 814 – Wonderful Grace of Jesus

Distribution of the Elements

1st Scripture – St. Luke 19: 1-10

2nd Scripture – Ephesians 3: 14-21
Dr. A. Cruickshank

Hymn 184 – Hallelujah, What a Saviour
Prayer
Notices & Offering

Ministry of Music
Benediction

PLEASE REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR:
• For families everywhere and for Godly Fathers

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Forgiveness and reconciliation
Thank God for healing, for providing and for protecting us
Miraculous results from our Evangelism ministry
The economic recovery of our country
God’s guidance and wisdom for the board and all who are in
leadership positions.
Building relationships with our surrounding community. Meeting their
needs as we evangelise.
Pastoral Succession & Selection - The Pastoral Search Committee
Our sick and shut-in members
The work of the Gideons, CEF, ISIVCF and The Bible Society
The peace of Jerusalem Psalm 122:6 - God’s Will Be Done. Matthew 6:10

Join us next Sunday June 9 at 6pm for

A DYNAMIC, INTERACTIVE PARENTING PRESENTATION
In association with PAREDOS (Parent Education for Development in Barbados)
Presenter: Sgt. Hallam Jemmott of the Juvenile Liaison Scheme

3rd – Wendene Wells
4th – Annette Dascent
6th – Owen Thompson
8th – Deborah Gonsalves-King
14th – Connie Whittaker
15th – Erleen Whitehall

June Birthdays

16th – Evertuis Bispham
19th – Mildred Savoury
21st – Adrian Sobers
23rd – Kingsley Reece
– Janet Walton
24th – Velda Jones

25th – Lorna Ward
27th – Richard James
28th – Shurley Reece
29th – Michael Jones
– Deanne McCallister
30th – May Pilgrim

Anniversaries
4th - Dolores & Harold Codrington 25th - Steve & Cheryl Brewster

