
April Birthdays

Anniversaries
18th – Ricardo & Julia Licorish

4th – Anita Eastmond
8th – Signe Watson
12th – Patricia Scott
15th – Kenny St. Cyr
15th – Naomi Williams

17th – Charmaine Brathwaite
22nd – Joy-Ann Beckles
23rd – Chirlene Black
 – Dazil Blackman
23rd – Wendy Jones

24th – Susan Greenidge
27th – Marlene Skinner
29th – Kevin Gaskin

Order of Service

PLEASE REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR:

Join us again at 6pm as
we study our church’s constitution.

This evening we will be exploring:

Ministry of Music - Choir
Invocation
Hymn 51 - Blessed Assurance
Hymn 822 - Our Great Saviour
Hymn 155 - At Calvary
1st Scripture - Romans 5:1 - 11
Hymn 184 - Hallelujah, What a Saviour!
Prayer
Notices & O�ering

Ministry of Music - Choir
Hymn 801 - How Great Thou Art
Sermon - Bro. Jerry Rogers
Hymn 821 - Grace Greater than Our Sin
Distribution of Elements
Special O�ering
2nd Scripture
Ministry of Music
Benediction - Choir

Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who 
believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live. And whoever lives 

and believes in Me shall never die. Do you believe this?”
John 11:25-26 NKJV
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sentence of condemnation?” They have all been condemned by Rome 
to death. But there is also a crucial di�erence. The two criminals 
deserve to die, while Jesus doesn’t: “this man has done nothing 
wrong.” Even though Jesus is su�ering the same Roman judgment 
and the same physical pain as the criminals, he is the sinless one who 
doesn’t deserve it.

But Jesus is di�erent in another way, too — one that the second 
criminal misses. Jesus’s sentence of condemnation goes way beyond 
Roman punishment. On the cross, Jesus is condemned by God 
himself. He is “smitten by God,” and “the Lord has laid on him the 
iniquity of us all.” The two criminals bear Rome’s judgment. Jesus 
bears Rome’s judgment and God’s judgment. Though his sin is 
infinitely less, his punishment is infinitely greater.

Jesus

Finally, Jesus speaks. The second criminal had said, “Jesus, remember 
me when you come into your kingdom.” Jesus replies, “Truly, I say to 
you, today you will be with me in Paradise.” Jesus decides who goes 
to heaven. And it turns out to be very good news for this criminal that 
Jesus is so di�erent from him. Because Jesus is innocent and bears 
God’s judgment (not just Rome’s judgment), he can make a way for 
the criminal to be with him, forever. Their di�erence is the criminal’s 
salvation. Jesus dies so the criminal can live. He bears hell on the 
cross so the criminal doesn’t need to bear it forever.

The Results

What’s the result of this conversation between three crucified men?

The first criminal bears Roman condemnation on the cross and then 
God’s condemnation forever. And he deserves both.

The second criminal bears Roman condemnation on the cross but no 
condemnation from God forever. He deserves the first, while the 
second is a free gift.

Jesus, though he deserves neither Rome’s condemnation nor God’s 
condemnation, bears both on the cross. And so he secures for the 
second criminal — who is every bit as bad as the first — the free gift 
of eternal life.

Crucifixion in the ancient world was intended to take as long as 
possible. No vital organs were damaged, so it took two or three 
days to die, often from shock or asphyxiation, as muscles used for 
breathing grew weak.

Luke 23:39–43 is a conversation between Jesus and the criminals 
crucified alongside him, and it is in the Bible because crucifixion was 
slow. There was time to talk. This conversation is surely one of the most 
extraordinary in the Bible. It shows us the similarities of these three 
dying men, and yet, at the same time, how very di�erent Jesus is.

The First Criminal

The first criminal speaks to Jesus with bitter sarcasm: “Are you not 
the Christ? Save yourself and us!”

His words betray a terrible misunderstanding. When he tells Jesus, 
“Save yourself and us!” he’s talking about salvation from the physical 
agony of crucifixion. But he doesn’t understand that it’s precisely by 
staying on the cross and not saving himself that Jesus is able to save 
others from God’s judgment, a fate far worse than physical death. 
Saving himself is the one thing Jesus must not do. Instead, he must 
surrender himself. He must bear God’s wrath if we are to avoid it. His 
death doesn’t call into question his claim to be the Messiah. It proves it.

The Second Criminal

The second criminal rebukes the first. He points out how all three men 
are the same: “Do you not fear God, since you are under the same 

Stephen Witmer

Jesus Between the CriminalsJesus Between the Criminals
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